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SAPPHIRE COAST

No. 11 - April 2025 HISTORIC VEHICLE CLUB
www.schvc.com.au

Every Tuesday and Saturday the clubrooms will be open from
9:00to 12:00.......

Come and have a coffee and a chat .... feel welcome to bring friends along .... and maybe pick up a
club member who is unable to get there under their own steam .... See you there....

Reminders & Upcoming Events

Saturday, 5 April 2025
Working Bee

Wednesday, 9 April 2025
Classics & Lunch run to Pearls Place Pambula -Please RSVP on the Website

Thursday, 10 April 2025
Classics & Coffee - 10 April, 10am at Candelo Cafe

Sunday, 13 April 2025
Car display at round 2 of the Karting NSW State Series Frogs Hollow Karting Track

The Ulysses riders have invited us to participate in a display at the NSW Karting Race Round 2 event.
This will have plenty of action and adrenaline, combined with good food and coffee from onsite vans.

It will also be a great opportunity to connect with plenty of car-oriented enthusiasts.
Meet at 9 am at the Bega Cheese Heritage Centre for coffee and catch up with Ulysses riders - then
head to the track at 10:00 and set up the display. We get free entry.

The track is the Frogs Hollow Karting track
We have set up an RSVP for this event - would be good to know who’s planning to go!

Friday, 25 April 2025
Anzac Day club participation in local ceremonies




Sunday 27th April 2025
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Please refer to
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most current

Event Updates



“Bubsie” the Citroen 5CV came to visit the club on Monday morning the 31 March on its way to
Perth to start its re-enactment of the 1925 first road trip around Australia.

Visit to the Club by 1925 Around Australia
Citroen retrace.

"Bubsie" in 1925 made the first Right Around
Australia journey, a vehicle on which the
Club Citroen 5CV is based.

The club hosted a visit by the couple who
are re-creating the journey as a 100-year
Anniversary trip

Welcome new Members!

Mike Jones was accepted as a new member at the last GM. Welcome and trust we’ll see a lot more of
you in the future.

Help needed

o Do we have any members with Test & Tag certification or Fire Extinguisher Certification?
¢ Member’s involvement - cleaning duties — Need volunteers for April please. Our alternative is

to employ outside help at cost to the club.

o Helpers for club visits & tours —we need some fresh helpers just to assist please?? Craig Ruting
has notes on our vehicles if you wish to learn & speak about vehicles (Remember all those
members that wanted a museum)

e Coordinator for Club displays in sheds & club rooms of tools & other items.



Member Name Tags

Contact the Secretary to add your name to the list. We don’t wish to get them made if you are not
going to wear them. Send an email to info@schvc.com.au or SMS the Secretary on 0474138709

WA Police turn seized Maserati sports car into road safety vehicle

Railton Cars

A Maserati sports car has become an unlikely
addition to the WA Police vehicle fleet, in the
hope of saving lives on Perth roads.

The 2017 Maserati Quattroporte luxury sedan,
worth an estimated $100,000, was seized in
January this year from a repeat traffic offender
who had failed to give way at an intersection.

The bronze-coloured car is now white and
covered in police signage

Railton was a marque of British-branded automobiles made by Noel Macklin’s Fairmile Engineering
Company in Surrey, between 1933 and 1940. The name was revived in the late-1980s by Bill Towns,

but only two cars were produced.
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1934 Railton Terraplane — Tim Sheerman-Chase - Brooklnds Museum

Railton was started by Noel Macklin, who was looking for a new car-making venture after he sold his
Invicta company in 19383.

Developed in conjunction with talented British designer, Reid Railton, the concept was to build
sporting British-bodied cars, based on the chassis and mechanicals of the American Straight-8
Hudson. The brand ‘Railton’ was chosen, because of the designer’s motorsport fame.

Reid Railton had designed a series of cars for John Cobb, the first of which was the celebrated 24-litre
Napier.

Railton, which took many endurance records. Later came the Railton Mobil Special that held the
World Land Speed Record several times, finally collecting the record at 394.2mph.

Railton was also involved with Malcolm Campbell’s Bluebird car in the 1930s and later with his water
speed record boats.

In 1933, he was responsible for the design of the successful ERA Voiturette class racing cars with
Raymond Mays, before joining forces with Macklin.



The Railton cars
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193 Railton Stralt—E/gh? University saloon — Charles0

The first 1933 Railton Terraplane model had a British two-door tourer body, made by coachbuilder
John Charles Ranalah, mounted on a 4010cc, 100bhp, eight-cylinder Hudson Terraplane chassis.
Being lighter than the original, it went like hell, with a 0-60mph time of 13 seconds. A saloon-bodied
version was soon added to the range and both cars were priced at Stg£499.

In 1935 the Terraplane chassis was replaced by the one from the Hudson Eight and the engine grew to
4168cc, producing 113bhp. Bodies from at least seven coachbuilders, including Ranalah, REAL,
Carbodies and Coachcraft were available.

Two special lightweight models were made in 1935 and, with a 0-60 time of 8.8 seconds, were
claimed to be the fastest production cars in the world. There were 1379 Railton 8s made.

A total of 1460 Hudson-based Railtons had been completed when production ended with the onset of
World War Il.

The smaller Railton Cobham six-cylinder 16.9 was added in 1937 using a 2723 cc Hudson six-cylinder
engine and chassis. Pricing for saloon or drophead coupé bodywork was Stg£399, but only 81 were
made.

An even smaller Railton 10, with only 10hp (RAC), joined the range in 1938. It was coach-built on a
Standard Flying Nine chassis and with either saloon or drophead coupé bodywork. Billed as ‘a famous
name in miniature,’ only 51 were made and sold, at Stg£299.



1936 Railton Straight-Eight — Martin HansV

Noel Macklin turned his attention to powerboats in 1939 and sold his company to the Hudson Motor
Car Company of Detroit, Michigan, who obviously saw a profitable future in continuing this trans-
Atlantic partnership. However, they didn’t factor in Adolf Hitler and the outbreak of war in 1939
stopped production.

After World War Il a few cars were completed using pre-War parts and a new model was built and
shown at the 1949 London Motor Show. However, at nearly Stg£5000, the car was uncompetitively
expensive and never went into production.

Reid Railton passed away in 1977, at the age of 82.

Revival

The name was revived by a new company called Railton Motor Company, founded in 1989 in
Warwickshire.

The reborn Railton concept was developed by Bill Towns, an automobile designer and engineer, who
worked first with the Rootes Group, then Rover, before joining Aston Martin in 1966.

Towns was responsible for the Aston Martin DBS V8 and its Lagonda equivalent, and later the Volante
convertible and the Lagonda ‘Wedge’ of 1976.

One idea he’d been kicking around for several years was a rebodied XJ-S. During the mid-1980s,
Towns met John Ransom - a propane-selling, self-made millionaire.
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Towns’ idea was to fit new panels over the existing steel. It was a concept he’d used before for the
Series 3 E-Type-based, Guyson E12 in 1974, but that car had glass-fibre panels, while the Railton
would have aluminium panels.
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Railton Claremont F29 — Silverstone Auctions
Two convertible models, the F28 Fairmile and the F29 Claremont were released in 1991, priced at Stg£105,000.
The idea was that Jaguar dealerships would sell and service the vehicles.

The F28 Fairmile was painted burgundy and featured exposed oversized rear wheels and the F29 Claremont
was done in blue with full rear fender skirts. The distinctive bodywork was created by Park Sheet Metal.

The two hand-built examples were the only new Railtons ever produced.

In 1994 the rights and tooling were purchased by an entrepreneur, Graham Pierce, but the firm was officially
reported as a dormant the following year and fully dissolved, somewhat ironically, on 4th July 2000.



